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I can't believe it has been almost a year since I first arrived in Japan! I remember feeling
so disoriented and confused when I got off the plane in Tokyo. After a few days of jetlag
and too much information at the conference, I arrived in Kochi. The whole drive back to
Ikegawa I was amazed by how beautiful and green everything was, and I peppered Dara
with questions. I understood almost no Japanese, so I felt like all I ever said was,
“Sumimasen, wakarimasen,” which was sad because I had so many questions and I
wanted so much to be able to communicate with everyone around me!

Since being in Japan, I have had some truly amazing opportunities and experiences.
Taking Japanese classes every Tuesday since September, as well as some study on my
own, has helped a lot! I got to dance in Seiryu Matsuri, which was a great way to start
my time in Ikegawa. I think that the students in this town are truly excellent, and I love
teaching all of them! I have been taking karate in Ochi-cho since November, and it is a
lot of fun and a good challenge. The conversation group that I meet with every
Thursday is entertaining and interesting, and I think I learn as much as they do! I've had
some friends from Canada, as well as my mother, come to visit me here, and everyone
has been impressed with how lovely Ikegawa is.

I have come to feel very comfortable here, and I know I will continue to discover things
in Japan that I love, and continue to learn and grow.
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